
7 Captivating Cycling Climbs in Yorkshire: A
Challenge for Avid Cyclists
Yorkshire, renowned for its rolling hills and breathtaking landscapes,
presents a cycling haven for avid cyclists seeking challenging and
rewarding ascents. From the gentle slopes of Buttertubs Pass to the
legendary ascent of Holme Moss, Yorkshire boasts an array of cycling
climbs that cater to every level of experience and fitness. In this article, we
embark on a virtual tour of seven captivating cycling climbs in Yorkshire,
highlighting their unique characteristics, scenic vistas, and the exhilaration
they offer to cyclists.

1. Buttertubs Pass: A Scenic Ascent with Panoramic Views

Buttertubs Pass, nestled in the heart of the Yorkshire Dales National Park,
is a picturesque climb that stretches 5.5 kilometers with an average
gradient of 4%. Its gentle slopes make it an ideal choice for cyclists of all
abilities, offering a gradual ascent with stunning views of the surrounding
countryside. As you ascend, the landscape transforms into a patchwork of
lush meadows, quaint villages, and rugged moorland. The summit of
Buttertubs Pass rewards cyclists with breathtaking panoramic vistas of the
valleys below, making it a perfect spot to pause, soak in the scenery, and
savor your accomplishment.
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2. Grinton Moor: A Testing Climb with a Historic Twist
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Grinton Moor, located in the North Yorkshire Moors National Park, is a
challenging climb that puts even seasoned cyclists to the test. Its steep
gradients, reaching up to 16% in sections, demand unwavering
determination and strong legs. The ascent covers a distance of 3.6
kilometers, winding its way through picturesque moorland terrain. Along the
route, cyclists are treated to glimpses of historic sites, including ancient
stone circles and remnants of Roman roads. Once you reach the summit, a
sense of accomplishment washes over you, along with breathtaking views
of the surrounding valleys and distant peaks.

Grinton Moor offers a challenging climb with a historic twist.

3. Holme Moss: A Legendary Ascent with Iconic Status
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Holme Moss, situated on the border of Yorkshire and Derbyshire, is a
legendary climb that has graced the route of the Tour de France on multiple
occasions. Its iconic status stems from its relentless gradients, which
average around 10% over its 9.6-kilometer length. Holme Moss is not for
the faint of heart, demanding immense physical and mental fortitude. As
you ascend, the road snakes through a stunning landscape, offering
glimpses of reservoirs, rolling hills, and distant peaks. The summit provides
a sense of triumph and unparalleled views, making the arduous climb a
worthwhile endeavor.

4. Winnats Pass: A Sinuous Ascent through a Dramatic Gorge

Winnats Pass, carved by the River Wye, is a breathtakingly scenic climb
that weaves its way through a dramatic limestone gorge. The ascent,

https://library.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlVHVE9jWGxidUVuMHg3ZUtzdkQ3djNRTW9tVXNGd1ErU0d6VU84Y2hFM1loSjJcL2x1NXdzb1VoTlFLQ0pVdDVXWHRybkRqeW5yM1wvZ09CUlBpQWVjY3BQSjRGb2dQd2F2YXhMXC84NDNWNEZpQ2ZOQVdNd05DZEVyQzdGTzJtNlV1RjlVdjJsYk9RY1VTY2NXdVZcL29UUFkydm4wNW9cL2dyOG9KSmZ0V1lCSGhKeG9NbGt6cXdoYTdpZ0VSQitocGhsIiwiaXYiOiJiOTFjMzEyNzc0ODFjZjkxZTEyZTUxM2MxNzMwOGQ2YyIsInMiOiJjMWYwMjVhNzkyZDBiYzAzIn0%3D


spanning 3.8 kilometers, features sinuous curves and gradients that range
from 5% to 12%. As you navigate the winding road, you'll be surrounded by
towering cliffs adorned with lush vegetation. The gorge creates a
mesmerizing echo chamber, amplifying the sound of your tires against the
tarmac and adding to the overall experience. Upon reaching the summit,
you'll be greeted by a breathtaking panorama of the Peak District National
Park, making the challenging climb well worth the effort.

Winnats Pass offers a sinuous ascent through a dramatic gorge.

5. Côte de Cray: A Short but Sharp Hilltop Challenge

Côte de Cray, located near the bustling city of York, is a short but sharp
climb that packs a punch. Its 1.3-kilometer length belies its difficulty, with
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gradients reaching up to 14% in sections. The ascent begins in the village
of Crayke and winds its way up to the village of Sutton upon Derwent.
Despite its brevity, Côte de Cray is a formidable test, requiring a
combination of power and endurance. However, the stunning views of the
Vale of York from the summit make the effort worthwhile.

6. Lofthouse: A Relentless Climb with a Scenic Reward
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Lofthouse, situated in the Nidderdale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty,
is a relentless climb that rewards cyclists with breathtaking scenery. The
ascent covers a distance of 5.5 kilometers, with gradients averaging around
7%. As you ascend, the road leads through quaint villages, rolling hills, and
picturesque countryside. Lofthouse's relentless nature demands a steady
pace and unwavering determination. However, the panoramic views from
the summit, overlooking the Nidderdale valley, make the challenging climb
a worthwhile experience.

Lofthouse offers a relentless climb with a scenic reward.

7. Sutton Bank: An Epic Ascent to the Yorkshire Moors
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Sutton Bank, standing at the gateway to the North Yorkshire Moors, is an
epic climb that tests the limits of even the most experienced cyclists. Its
unforgiving gradients, averaging around 8% over its 6.6-kilometer length,
demand a combination of power and endurance. As you ascend, the road
winds its way through a stunning landscape, offering glimpses of the
surrounding moors and distant peaks. Sutton Bank's summit provides a
sense of triumph and unparalleled views of the Yorkshire countryside,
making the arduous climb a truly unforgettable experience.

Yorkshire's cycling climbs offer a diverse range of challenges and rewards
for cyclists of all levels. From the gentle slopes of Buttertubs Pass to the
legendary ascent of Holme Moss, these captivating climbs showcase the
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stunning landscapes and rich cycling heritage of this beautiful region.
Whether you're a seasoned climber seeking a physical challenge or a
leisurely cyclist looking to enjoy the scenic beauty, Yorkshire's cycling
climbs promise an unforgettable experience. So saddle up, embrace the
hills, and discover the joy of conquering these iconic ascents.
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