
American Indians and the Urban Experience:
Contemporary Native American Perspectives
American Indians have a long and complex history with urbanization. From
the forced removal of Native Americans from their traditional lands to the
present day, American Indians have migrated to cities in search of
opportunity and refuge. The urban experience for American Indians is
unique and multifaceted, shaped by both the challenges and resilience of a
marginalized population.
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The History of American Indians in Urban Areas

The history of American Indians in urban areas dates back to the 18th
century, when Native Americans began to settle in cities such as
Philadelphia and New York. However, it was not until the 20th century that
significant numbers of American Indians migrated to cities. This migration
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was driven by a number of factors, including the loss of traditional lands,
the decline of the fur trade, and the growth of the American economy.

The first major wave of American Indian migration to cities occurred during
the 1950s and 1960s. This period saw the growth of the federal Indian
Relocation Program, which provided financial assistance to American
Indians who wished to move to cities.

The second major wave of American Indian migration to cities occurred
during the 1970s and 1980s. This period saw the growth of the American
Indian Movement (AIM) and the increased visibility of American Indian
issues. As a result, more American Indians began to move to cities to
participate in the civil rights movement and to take advantage of
educational and economic opportunities.

The Challenges of Urban Life for American Indians

American Indians face a number of challenges in urban areas. These
challenges include:

Poverty

Unemployment

Discrimination

Substance abuse

Homelessness

Poverty is a major problem for American Indians in urban areas. According
to the U.S. Census Bureau, the poverty rate for American Indians in urban
areas is more than double the poverty rate for the overall U.S. population.



Unemployment is also a major problem for American Indians in urban
areas. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the unemployment rate
for American Indians in urban areas is more than twice the unemployment
rate for the overall U.S. population.

Discrimination is another major challenge for American Indians in urban
areas. American Indians often face discrimination in employment, housing,
and education.

Substance abuse is a major problem for American Indians in urban areas.
According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the rate of substance
abuse among American Indians in urban areas is more than twice the rate
of substance abuse among the overall U.S. population.

Homelessness is a major problem for American Indians in urban areas.
According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the
rate of homelessness among American Indians in urban areas is more than
twice the rate of homelessness among the overall U.S. population.

The Resilience of American Indians in Urban Areas

Despite the challenges they face, American Indians in urban areas have
shown great resilience. They have developed a number of strategies to
cope with the challenges of urban life, including:

Community building

Cultural preservation

Political activism



Community building is an important strategy for American Indians in urban
areas. They have established a number of community organizations to
provide support for each other and to advocate for their rights.

Cultural preservation is another important strategy for American Indians in
urban areas. They have worked to preserve their traditional languages,
religions, and art forms.

Political activism is another important strategy for American Indians in
urban areas. They have worked to elect Native American candidates to
public office and to advocate for policies that benefit their communities.

The urban experience for American Indians is unique and multifaceted,
shaped by both the challenges and resilience of a marginalized population.
Despite the challenges they face, American Indians in urban areas have
shown great resilience. They have developed a number of strategies to
cope with the challenges of urban life and to build vibrant and thriving
communities.
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Health Care Global Viewpoints: Samantha
Whiskey
Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has
worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...

Teacher Educators' Reflections on Culturally
Relevant Teaching in Contemporary
Classrooms: A Comprehensive Exploration
In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, culturally relevant teaching
has become essential to ensuring that all students feel valued,
respected,...
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