
Areopagitica: A Call for Unlicensed Printing to
the Parliament of England

Areopagitica is a speech delivered by the English poet and polemicist John
Milton in 1644. It is a passionate defense of the freedom of the press and a
scathing indictment of censorship. Milton delivered the speech to the
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Parliament of England in response to a series of ordinances that had been
passed in an attempt to suppress the publication of works that were critical
of the government.
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The Areopagitica is considered one of the most important works of English
literature and a seminal document in the history of free speech. It is a
powerful and eloquent argument for the importance of intellectual freedom
and the dangers of censorship.

Milton's Context

Milton wrote the Areopagitica at a time when England was in the midst of a
civil war. The country was deeply divided between those who supported the
Parliament and those who supported the king. The Parliament had passed
a series of ordinances that imposed strict censorship on the press. These
ordinances were designed to suppress the publication of works that were
critical of the government.
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Milton was a strong supporter of the Parliament, but he was also a
passionate believer in freedom of speech. He believed that the government
had no right to suppress the publication of dissenting opinions.

The Argument of the Areopagitica

In the Areopagitica, Milton argues that censorship is a dangerous and
ineffective way to suppress dissent. He points out that censorship has
never been successful in the long run and that it only serves to drive
dissent underground.

Milton also argues that censorship is unnecessary because the truth will
always prevail. He believes that the best way to combat error is through
open debate and discussion.

Milton ends the Areopagitica with a powerful plea for the freedom of the
press. He argues that the liberty of unlicensed printing is essential to the
health of a free society.

The Impact of the Areopagitica

The Areopagitica was a powerful and influential work. It helped to shape
the debate over freedom of the press in England and the United States.
The Areopagitica is still considered one of the most important works of
English literature and a seminal document in the history of free speech.

The Areopagitica is a powerful and eloquent defense of freedom of speech.
It is a reminder of the importance of intellectual freedom and the dangers of
censorship. The Areopagitica is a must-read for anyone who believes in the
freedom of the press.
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