
British Investigation Into The Loss Of The
Titanic Vol III: A Thorough Exploration
On 15 April 1912, the RMS Titanic, the largest and most luxurious
passenger liner ever built, struck an iceberg in the North Atlantic Ocean
and sank with the loss of over 1,500 lives. The disaster shocked the world
and led to a number of investigations, including a British inquiry that was
held in London from May to July 1912.
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The British inquiry was the most comprehensive investigation into the
sinking of the Titanic, and its findings had a profound impact on maritime
safety regulations. The inquiry heard testimony from over 100 witnesses,
including survivors, crew members, and experts. The inquiry also examined
a wide range of documents, including the ship's logbook, navigation charts,
and radio messages.
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In this article, we will explore the British investigation into the loss of the
Titanic in detail. We will examine the events leading up to the disaster, the
subsequent inquiry, and its lasting impact.

The Events Leading Up To The Disaster

The RMS Titanic was built by the White Star Line and was intended to be
the first of a new class of superliners. The ship was over 880 feet long and
weighed over 46,000 tons. It was equipped with the latest safety features,
including watertight compartments and a double hull.

The Titanic set sail from Southampton, England, on 10 April 1912, bound
for New York City. The ship was carrying over 2,200 passengers and crew.
The passengers included a number of wealthy and influential people, as
well as immigrants seeking a new life in America.

The Titanic's journey across the Atlantic Ocean was uneventful until the
night of 14 April 1912. At around 11:40 p.m., the ship struck an iceberg in
the North Atlantic Ocean. The collision caused a number of compartments
to flood, and the ship began to sink.

The Titanic's crew and passengers were evacuated into lifeboats, but there
were not enough lifeboats for everyone. Over 1,500 people died in the
sinking, including the ship's captain, Edward Smith.

The British Inquiry

In the aftermath of the Titanic disaster, the British government launched an
inquiry into the sinking. The inquiry was headed by Lord Mersey, a judge of
the High Court of Justice. The inquiry was tasked with investigating the



cause of the sinking and making recommendations for improving maritime
safety.

The inquiry began on 2 May 1912, and it heard testimony from over 100
witnesses. The inquiry also examined a wide range of documents, including
the ship's logbook, navigation charts, and radio messages.

The inquiry found that the sinking of the Titanic was caused by a number of
factors, including:

* The ship's speed: The Titanic was sailing at full speed when it struck the
iceberg. This increased the severity of the collision and made it more
difficult to contain the flooding. * The lack of lifeboats: The Titanic did not
have enough lifeboats for all of its passengers and crew. This led to many
people being left stranded in the water after the ship sank. * The lack of
training: The Titanic's crew was not properly trained in how to handle an
emergency. This contributed to the chaos and confusion that followed the
collision.

The inquiry also found that the Titanic's design was flawed. The ship's
watertight compartments were not high enough to prevent the ship from
sinking if multiple compartments were flooded. The inquiry also found that
the Titanic's hull was too weak to withstand the force of the collision with
the iceberg.

The inquiry made a number of recommendations for improving maritime
safety, including:

* Requiring all ships to carry enough lifeboats for all of their passengers
and crew. * Requiring all ships to have a radio operator on duty 24 hours a



day. * Requiring all ships to have a watertight hull. * Requiring all ships to
have a crew that is properly trained in how to handle an emergency.

The inquiry's recommendations had a profound impact on maritime safety
regulations. The International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
(SOLAS) was adopted in 1914, and it incorporated many of the inquiry's
recommendations. SOLAS has been updated several times over the years,
and it remains the foundation of maritime safety regulations today.

The Legacy Of The Titanic

The sinking of the Titanic was one of the most tragic maritime disasters in
history. The disaster led to significant changes in maritime safety
regulations, and it continues to fascinate people around the world.

The Titanic has been the subject of numerous books, films, and television
documentaries. The disaster has also inspired a number of works of art,
including paintings, sculptures, and songs.

The Titanic remains a powerful symbol of the human tragedy and the
fragility of life. The disaster is a reminder that we must always be prepared
for the unexpected, and that we must never take our safety for granted.
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