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Richard Wagner was one of the most influential composers of the 19th
century. His operas, such as Tristan und Isolde and Parsifal, revolutionized
the genre with their complex harmonies, rich orchestration, and innovative
use of form. Wagner's music had a profound impact on later composers,
including Gustav Mahler, Richard Strauss, and Alban Berg.

Gustav Mahler was a great admirer of Wagner's music. He once said,
"Wagner is the greatest composer who ever lived." Mahler's own
symphonies are often compared to Wagner's operas, with their grand
scale, complex textures, and use of leitmotifs. Mahler's Symphony No. 8,
known as the "Symphony of a Thousand," is one of the largest and most
complex works in the orchestral repertoire. It is scored for a massive
orchestra, including eight soloists, two choirs, and a children's choir.
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Richard Strauss was another composer who was heavily influenced by
Wagner. Strauss's early works, such as his tone poems Don Juan and Till
Eulenspiegel, are full of Wagnerian influences. However, Strauss later
developed his own unique style, which is characterized by its lush
orchestration and soaring melodies. Strauss's opera Salome is one of his
most famous works. It is based on the play by Oscar Wilde and tells the
story of a young woman who falls in love with the head of John the Baptist.

Alban Berg was a student of Arnold Schoenberg, who was himself a great
admirer of Wagner. Berg's music is often characterized by its use of
atonality and dissonance. However, Berg also incorporated elements of
Wagner's music into his own works. His opera Wozzeck is based on the
play by Georg Büchner and tells the story of a soldier who is driven to
madness and murder by his jealous wife.

The influence of Richard Wagner on later composers is undeniable. His
innovative use of harmony, orchestration, and form inspired these
composers to push the boundaries of musical expression. Wagner's music
continues to be performed and admired today, and it remains a source of
inspiration for new generations of composers.
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