
Contractor Combatants: Tales of an Imbedded
Capitalist
In the shadowy realm of modern warfare, where private military contractors
(PMCs) have become ubiquitous, there exists a unique breed of
combatants: the contractor combatant.

These individuals are not soldiers in the traditional sense, but rather private
citizens who have been hired to provide a range of security services in
conflict zones. They may be veterans, mercenaries, or simply adventurers
seeking a paycheck. Regardless of their motivations, they find themselves
operating in the most dangerous and volatile environments on Earth.
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To delve into the world of contractor combatants, I spent several months
embedded with a private security firm operating in Iraq. I witnessed
firsthand the challenges, risks, and rewards of their unconventional
profession.
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The Motivations

The reasons people become contractor combatants are as varied as the
individuals themselves. Some are driven by a sense of adventure and a
desire to make a difference. Others are motivated by financial gain or a
belief in a particular cause.

One contractor I met, a former Marine named Jack, told me he joined the
firm because he wanted to continue serving his country but could not
stomach the bureaucracy and politics of the military. "Here, I can use my
skills to do good without all the red tape," he said.

Another contractor, a woman named Sarah, had worked as a nurse before
signing up with the firm. "I saw so much suffering in Iraq," she said. "I
wanted to help, but I didn't know how. This is my way of making a
difference."

The Challenges

Contractor combatants face a unique set of challenges in the field. Unlike
soldiers, they do not have the legal protections or the same level of support
from their governments. They are also not subject to the same rules of
engagement, which can lead to ethical dilemmas.

In addition, contractor combatants often work in high-risk environments
where they are exposed to violence, injury, or even death. They may be
tasked with protecting convoys or VIPs, conducting raids, or providing
security for infrastructure. In Iraq, they faced the constant threat of
insurgent attacks, roadside bombs, and kidnappings.



Despite these risks, contractor combatants are often poorly paid and have
few benefits. They may work long hours with little rest, and their contracts
can be terminated at any time. As a result, they often feel like expendable
assets.

The Rewards

Despite the challenges, there are also rewards to being a contractor
combatant. For some, it is the sense of accomplishment that comes from
serving others in a dangerous environment. Others enjoy the freedom and
flexibility that comes with working for a private firm.

Contractor combatants can also earn significant sums of money, depending
on their experience and the level of risk they are willing to take. Some
contractors have reported making six-figure salaries or more.

The Legacy

The role of contractor combatants in modern warfare is a complex and
controversial issue. Some critics argue that they have undermined the
traditional military and created a mercenary culture that is profit-driven and
unaccountable.

Others argue that contractor combatants are essential to modern warfare
and provide a valuable service that would not otherwise be available. They
point out that contractors often have specialized skills that are in high
demand, and that they can be deployed quickly and efficiently to meet
changing needs.

Whether one supports or opposes the use of contractor combatants, there
is no doubt that they have become a significant force in modern warfare.



Their stories are a testament to the courage, resilience, and adaptability of
the human spirit.

Appendix: Glossary of Terms

Contractors: Individuals, firms, or companies that provide a range of
security services under a contract to a government, military, or private
entity.

Contractor Combatants: Contractors who are trained and equipped to
conduct combat operations.

PMCs: Private military contractors. Firms that provide a range of
security services to government, military, or private clients.

Mercenaries: Individuals who are hired to fight in conflicts for financial
gain.

Rules of Engagement: The rules and guidelines that govern the use of
force in combat operations.

VIPs: Very important persons, such as high-ranking officials,
celebrities, or business leaders.

Insurgents: Individuals who engage in an uprising against an
occupying force or government.

Roadside Bombs: Explosive devices planted on or near roads to target
vehicles passing by.
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