
Exploring Contemporary Directions in Asian
American Dance Studies: Redefining Dance
History

Asian American dance studies is an emerging field that has gained
significant momentum in recent years, challenging traditional narratives of
dance history and fostering a more inclusive and representative
understanding of the field. This article explores the contemporary directions
shaping Asian American dance studies, examining how scholars and
practitioners are reframing the narratives of dance history, centering
marginalized voices, and cultivating embodied knowledge.
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Reframing the Narratives of Dance History

Traditionally, dance history has been dominated by Western perspectives
and Eurocentric narratives, often marginalizing the contributions of non-
Western cultures. Asian American dance studies seeks to challenge these
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dominant narratives by uncovering and highlighting the rich dance
traditions and histories of Asian American communities.

Scholars in this field are conducting extensive research on a wide range of
topics, including:

* The history of Asian dance forms in the United States, such as Chinese
opera, Japanese butoh, and Korean traditional dance. * The experiences of
Asian American dancers in the United States, including their struggles with
racism, discrimination, and cultural stereotypes. * The role of Asian
American dance in shaping American culture and identity.

By bringing these underrepresented histories to light, Asian American
dance studies is reshaping the way we understand the development of
dance in the United States and beyond.

Centering Marginalized Voices

Another important direction in Asian American dance studies is the
centering of marginalized voices. This includes giving voice to dancers and
choreographers from various ethnic backgrounds, gender identities, sexual
orientations, and social classes.

Researchers in this field are working to document and preserve the
embodied knowledge and artistic practices of these marginalized
communities. They are also exploring how these communities use dance
as a form of cultural expression, resistance, and empowerment.

By centering marginalized voices, Asian American dance studies is creating
a more inclusive and representative understanding of the field, ensuring



that the experiences and perspectives of all dancers are valued and
recognized.

Cultivating Embodied Knowledge

In addition to research, Asian American dance studies also emphasizes the
cultivation of embodied knowledge. This means understanding dance not
only as an intellectual pursuit, but also as a physical and sensory
experience.

Scholars in this field are developing new methodologies for studying dance
that incorporate embodied approaches. These methodologies often involve
working closely with dancers and choreographers, observing rehearsals,
and participating in workshops.

By cultivating embodied knowledge, Asian American dance studies is
fostering a deeper appreciation for the artistry and complexity of Asian
American dance forms. It is also contributing to a more holistic
understanding of the field, recognizing the importance of the dancer's body
and lived experience.

Contemporary Directions in Asian American Dance Studies

The contemporary directions shaping Asian American dance studies are
diverse and innovative, encompassing a wide range of methodologies and
approaches. Some of the key directions include:

* Interdisciplinary approaches: Scholars are drawing from various fields,
such as history, sociology, anthropology, and cultural studies, to gain a
more comprehensive understanding of Asian American dance. *
Collaborative research: Researchers are working closely with dancers,



choreographers, and community organizations to ensure that their work is
grounded in the lived experiences of Asian American dancers. * Digital
humanities: Scholars are using digital tools and technologies to create
new and innovative ways of studying Asian American dance, such as online
archives and interactive databases. * Global perspectives: Researchers
are exploring the transnational connections between Asian American dance
and other Asian dance forms, examining how globalization has impacted
the development of the field. * Community engagement: Scholars are
actively engaging with Asian American communities to share their research
and support dance education and outreach programs.

Asian American dance studies is a rapidly growing and dynamic field that is
challenging traditional narratives of dance history and fostering a more
inclusive and representative understanding of the field. By reframing the
narratives of dance history, centering marginalized voices, and cultivating
embodied knowledge, Asian American dance studies is transforming the
way we think about dance and its role in society.

As the field continues to evolve, it is expected that Asian American dance
studies will continue to play an important role in shaping the future of dance
history and creating a more just and equitable world for all dancers and
choreographers.
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Whiskey
Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has
worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...

Teacher Educators' Reflections on Culturally
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In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, culturally relevant teaching
has become essential to ensuring that all students feel valued,
respected,...
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