
Exploring Jizo Statues in Tokyo's 23 Wards: A
Comprehensive Guide
Nestled amidst the bustling metropolis of Tokyo, a realm of tranquility and
spirituality unfolds in the form of countless Jizo statues. These enigmatic
stone figures, often adorned with red bibs and bonnets, stand as silent
guardians in parks, temples, and along roadsides, embodying the essence
of compassion and protection.

In this comprehensive guide, we embark on a journey through Tokyo's 23
wards, unearthing the hidden gems and captivating stories behind these
cherished Jizo statues. From their origins in ancient Buddhist legends to
their enduring role in Japanese culture, prepare to be enchanted by the
timeless wisdom and profound beauty of these sacred figures.
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Origins and Symbolism of Jizo

The origins of Jizo can be traced back to the Indian deity Ksitigarbha, a
bodhisattva known for his unwavering compassion and his vow to remain in
hell until all beings are saved.
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In Japanese Buddhism, Jizo evolved into a beloved guardian deity,
particularly revered as the protector of children and travelers. He is often
depicted holding a staff topped with a rin-gyo (prayer bell) and a tama
(sacred jewel),symbolizing his ability to guide lost souls and protect against
harm.

Types of Jizo Statues

Jizo statues come in various forms, each with distinct characteristics and
meanings:

Standing Jizo

These are the most common type of Jizo, usually found standing upright
with a benevolent expression. They may hold various objects or wear
different garments depending on the specific legend or belief associated
with them.

Seated Jizo

As the name suggests, these Jizo are depicted in a seated position, often
with their legs crossed in meditation. They may hold a begging bowl or a
lantern, representing their role as guides for lost souls.

Komainu-Jizo

These unique Jizo combine the features of a traditional guardian statue, the
komainu, with the compassionate figure of Jizo. They are often found
guarding temple entrances or sacred sites.

Jizo in Tokyo's 23 Wards



Tokyo's 23 wards offer a treasure trove of Jizo statues, each with its own
captivating story and spiritual significance. Here are some notable
examples:

Rokuro-Jizo (Chiyoda Ward)

Legend has it that this cluster of six Jizo statues was erected to
commemorate the tragic deaths of six children in a fire. They are known for
their playful expressions and the colorful bibs and bonnets adorning them.

Kiuchi-Jizo (Shibuya Ward)

Hidden away in a quiet corner of Kiuchi Park, this Jizo is believed to have
healing powers. Devotees often leave small stones or coins as offerings,
seeking blessings for good health and recovery.

Sazae-Jizo (Shinjuku Ward)

Unique among Jizo statues, this one is decorated with numerous seashells,
giving it the name "Sazae-Jizo." It is said to have been created by a
grieving mother to soothe the souls of her lost children.

Omori-Jizo (Ota Ward)

Located near the scenic Omori Forest, this vast collection of Jizo is a
breathtaking sight. Each statue represents a child who died during the
Great Kanto Earthquake of 1923, a somber reminder of the tragedy.

Mimizuku-Jizo (Edogawa Ward)

This Jizo is known for its charming owl-like face, earning it the nickname
"Mimizuku-Jizo." It is believed to bring good luck and is often visited by
students seeking academic success.



Cultural Significance and Beliefs

Jizo statues hold an enduring place in Japanese culture, embodying the
virtues of compassion, protection, and the hope for a brighter future.

It is common for people to visit Jizo statues to pray for the well-being of
their children, seek guidance during times of adversity, or express gratitude
for protection.

In some areas, Jizo statues are adorned with red bibs and bonnets as a
symbol of caring and nourishment, representing the belief that they watch
over the souls of deceased children and guide them to a peaceful afterlife.

Visiting Jizo Statues

If you are planning to visit Jizo statues in Tokyo, here are a few tips to
ensure a respectful and meaningful experience:

Remember that Jizo statues are sacred figures, so approach them with
respect and humility.

Avoid touching or moving the statues unless it is specifically allowed.

If you wish to make an offering, it is customary to leave small stones,
coins, or water.

Take your time to observe the statues and contemplate their
symbolism and stories.

Consider visiting different Jizo statues to appreciate the diversity of
their forms and meanings.



Our journey through Tokyo's 23 wards has revealed the profound beauty
and cultural significance of Jizo statues. These enigmatic guardians stand
as timeless reminders of compassion, protection, and the unwavering hope
for a brighter future.

Whether you are a seasoned traveler or a first-time visitor to Tokyo,
exploring these Jizo statues offers a unique opportunity to connect with
Japanese spirituality, delve into ancient legends, and be inspired by the
enduring power of compassion and hope.
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Health Care Global Viewpoints: Samantha
Whiskey
Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has
worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...
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Teacher Educators' Reflections on Culturally
Relevant Teaching in Contemporary
Classrooms: A Comprehensive Exploration
In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, culturally relevant teaching
has become essential to ensuring that all students feel valued,
respected,...
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