
Nathaniel Hawthorne's Rappaccini's
Daughter: A Comprehensive Study Guide
Nathaniel Hawthorne's Rappaccini's Daughter is a classic short story that
explores the themes of love, science, and the dangers of ambition. The
story follows the young Giovanni Guasconti, who falls in love with the
beautiful Beatrice Rappaccini, a young woman who has been raised in her
father's isolated garden and is immune to the poisonous plants that grow
there. However, Giovanni soon discovers that Beatrice's immunity comes at
a price, as she is also poisonous to the touch.

Rappaccini's Daughter is a complex and thought-provoking story that has
been interpreted in many different ways. This study guide will provide you
with a comprehensive overview of the story, including character analysis,
plot summary, themes, and discussion questions.

Giovanni is a young medical student who falls in love with Beatrice
Rappaccini. He is a kind and compassionate young man, but he is also
naïve and easily swayed by his emotions. Giovanni's love for Beatrice
blinds him to the dangers of her poison, and he ultimately sacrifices his
own life to save her.
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Beatrice is a beautiful and intelligent young woman who has been raised in
her father's isolated garden. She is immune to the poisonous plants that
grow there, but she is also poisonous to the touch. Beatrice is a complex
and enigmatic character, and her motives are not always clear. She seems
to love Giovanni, but she is also willing to sacrifice him to protect her
father's secret.

Dr. Rappaccini is a brilliant scientist who has devoted his life to studying the
poisonous plants that grow in his garden. He is a ruthless and ambitious
man, and he is willing to sacrifice anything to achieve his goals. Dr.
Rappaccini's love for his daughter is twisted and possessive, and he
ultimately uses her as a pawn in his experiments.

The story of Rappaccini's Daughter is set in Padua, Italy, in the 16th
century. Giovanni Guasconti, a young medical student, arrives in Padua to
study at the university. He rents a room in a house that overlooks Dr.
Rappaccini's garden, and he soon becomes fascinated by the beautiful
Beatrice Rappaccini.

Giovanni and Beatrice begin a secret romance, but their love is doomed
from the start. Dr. Rappaccini has raised Beatrice in his isolated garden,
and she is immune to the poisonous plants that grow there. However,
Giovanni is not immune, and he soon discovers that Beatrice's touch is
poisonous to him.

As Giovanni's love for Beatrice grows, he becomes increasingly obsessed
with her. He begins to neglect his studies and spends all of his time in the
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garden with her. Dr. Rappaccini encourages Giovanni's obsession, and he
even gives him a potion that will temporarily make him immune to
Beatrice's poison.

However, Giovanni's immunity is short-lived, and he soon begins to suffer
from the effects of Beatrice's poison. He becomes weak and sickly, and his
hair begins to fall out. Giovanni realizes that he is dying, but he is unable to
stay away from Beatrice.

In a desperate attempt to save Giovanni, Dr. Rappaccini gives him an
antidote to the poison. However, the antidote is too late, and Giovanni dies
in Beatrice's arms. Beatrice is heartbroken by Giovanni's death, and she
dies shortly after him.

Rappaccini's Daughter explores a number of complex themes, including:

Love and obsession: Giovanni's love for Beatrice is a powerful and
destructive force. He is willing to sacrifice everything, including his own
life, to be with her.

Science and ambition: Dr. Rappaccini is a brilliant scientist who is
driven by his ambition to achieve scientific knowledge. He is willing to
sacrifice anything, including his daughter's life, to achieve his goals.

The dangers of isolation: Beatrice has been raised in isolation, and
she has never experienced the outside world. This isolation has made
her vulnerable to Dr. Rappaccini's influence, and it has ultimately led to
her death.

1. How does Hawthorne portray the relationship between love and
obsession in Rappaccini's Daughter?



2. What are the dangers of scientific ambition, as explored in the story?

3. How does the story's setting contribute to its themes and atmosphere?

4. What is the significance of the poisonous plants in the story?

5. How do the characters of Giovanni, Beatrice, and Dr. Rappaccini
represent different aspects of human nature?

Rappaccini's Daughter is a classic short story that has stood the test of
time. The story's complex characters, thought-provoking themes, and
beautiful language make it a must-read for anyone interested in classic
literature.
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