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In a time when women were expected to stay home and raise families, Lisa
Moser defied expectations and paved the way for women in non-traditional
careers. As Railroad Hank, she became the first female railroad engineer in
America, leaving an indelible mark on history.

Breaking Gender Barriers

Born in 1852 in Pennsylvania, Lisa Moser grew up in a society that strictly
enforced gender roles. Despite the obstacles, she possessed an unyielding
determination and a thirst for adventure.

In 1871, at the tender age of 19, Moser applied for a job as a railroad
engineer with the Pennsylvania Railroad. Her request was met with
skepticism and ridicule, but she refused to be deterred.

Overcoming Skepticism

Undeterred by the initial rejection, Moser persisted in her pursuit. She wrote
letters to railroad officials, attended meetings, and demonstrated her
knowledge of railroad operations.
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Gradually, her determination and expertise began to win over some of her
detractors. In 1873, she was finally given a chance to prove herself. She
was assigned to a freight train on the Pittsburgh-Toledo run.

A Trailblazing Career

Moser's performance as an engineer was nothing short of extraordinary.
She quickly gained the respect of her fellow crew members and
passengers alike.

For 10 years, Moser worked tirelessly as a railroad engineer. She traveled
across the country, hauling freight and passengers. She encountered
numerous challenges along the way, including harsh weather conditions,
mechanical failures, and the prejudices of her time.

A Life of Adventure

Beyond her groundbreaking career, Moser was a woman of remarkable
spirit and adventure. She loved hunting, fishing, and exploring the
wilderness.

Moser also had a passion for music and writing. She played the violin,
composed songs, and wrote articles for railroad magazines.

A Lasting Legacy

Lisa Moser's career as Railroad Hank came to an end in 1883 when she
was injured in a train derailment. However, her legacy continues to inspire
women and girls to this day.

Moser's trailblazing spirit paved the way for other women to enter the field
of railroading. She demonstrated that women are capable of achieving



extraordinary things regardless of their gender.

Lisa Moser's story is a testament to the power of determination, passion,
and the ability to break down barriers. As Railroad Hank, she became a
symbol of women's empowerment and a pioneer in the transportation
industry.

Her legacy serves as a reminder that with courage and perseverance,
anything is possible, and that society's expectations should never limit our
dreams.
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