
Remaking France and French Africa, 1945-
1960: Decolonization, Development, and the
End of Empire
The period from 1945 to 1960 was a time of profound transformation for
France and its African colonies. The Second World War had shattered the
old order, and the postwar years saw the rise of new political movements
and ideologies. In Africa, the desire for independence grew stronger, and
France was forced to confront the challenges and opportunities of
decolonization.
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This article explores the process of decolonization in French Africa from
1945 to 1960. It examines the political, economic, and social changes that
took place during this period, and the challenges and opportunities that
emerged for France and its former colonies.

The Political Landscape
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The political landscape of French Africa was transformed in the wake of the
Second World War. The old colonial system, based on direct rule from
Paris, was increasingly challenged by African nationalists who demanded
independence and self-government. In 1946, France granted limited
autonomy to its colonies through the Brazzaville Conference, but this did
not satisfy the growing demands for independence.

In the early 1950s, a new wave of nationalism emerged in French Africa.
Led by charismatic leaders such as Kwame Nkrumah in Ghana and
Léopold Sédar Senghor in Senegal, these movements demanded complete
independence from France. In 1958, France agreed to grant independence
to its colonies through the referendum on the Constitution of the Fifth
Republic. Most colonies voted for independence, and by 1960, all of French
Africa had become independent states.

The Economic Landscape

The economic landscape of French Africa also underwent significant
changes in the postwar period. The war had disrupted trade and
investment, and the colonies were facing severe economic problems. In
response, France launched a series of development plans aimed at
stimulating economic growth and improving living standards in its colonies.

The most ambitious of these plans was the Fonds d'Investissement pour le
Développement Économique et Social (FIDES),which was established in
1946. FIDES invested heavily in infrastructure, education, and health care
in the colonies. While these investments did help to improve living
standards, they also created a dependency on France for economic
assistance.



The Social Landscape

The social landscape of French Africa also changed in the postwar period.
The war had led to a breakdown of traditional social structures, and the
influx of new ideas and values from the West contributed to a process of
social and cultural transformation.

One of the most significant changes was the rise of a new African elite.
This elite was educated in French schools and universities, and it played a
leading role in the nationalist movements that demanded independence.
The new elite also played a key role in the development of new political and
economic institutions in the post-independence period.

Challenges and Opportunities

The process of decolonization in French Africa was not without its
challenges. France was reluctant to give up its colonies, and there were
often violent clashes between French forces and African nationalists. The
new independent states also faced a number of economic and political
challenges, including poverty, corruption, and ethnic conflict.

Despite these challenges, the decolonization of French Africa also
presented a number of opportunities. The new independent states were
able to chart their own course and develop their own unique identities.
They also played an important role in the emergence of a new Afro-Asian
bloc in international affairs.

The period from 1945 to 1960 was a time of profound transformation for
France and its African colonies. The process of decolonization was
complex and difficult, but it ultimately led to the emergence of new
independent states in Africa. These new states faced a number of



challenges, but they also had the opportunity to create their own unique
identities and play an important role in the world.
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Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has
worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...
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