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Justice is a central concept in contemporary security studies. It is often
invoked to justify the use of force, to evaluate the legitimacy of security
policies, and to assess the outcomes of security interventions. However,
the concept of justice is complex and contested. There is no single,
universally accepted definition of justice, and different actors may have
very different understandings of what constitutes a just outcome.

In this article, I explore the concept of actor-contingent and malleable
justice in contemporary security studies. I argue that justice is not a fixed
and immutable concept, but rather a contingent and malleable one that is
shaped by the actions of individual actors and the broader context in which
they operate. I begin by discussing the different ways in which justice can
be understood in security studies. I then examine the ways in which justice
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is shaped by the actions of individual actors. Finally, I consider the
implications of actor-contingent and malleable justice for contemporary
security studies.

Different Understandings of Justice in Security Studies

There are many different ways to understand justice in security studies.
Some scholars argue that justice is about the distribution of benefits and
burdens. Others argue that justice is about the recognition and protection of
rights. Still others argue that justice is about the promotion of human well-
being.

These different understandings of justice have important implications for
how we think about security. For example, if we believe that justice is about
the distribution of benefits and burdens, then we may be more likely to
support policies that promote economic equality. If we believe that justice is
about the recognition and protection of rights, then we may be more likely
to support policies that protect civil liberties. And if we believe that justice is
about the promotion of human well-being, then we may be more likely to
support policies that promote health, education, and other social goods.

Actor-Contingent Justice

I argue that justice in security studies is not a fixed and immutable concept,
but rather a contingent and malleable one that is shaped by the actions of
individual actors. By "actor-contingent justice," I mean that the meaning of
justice is not determined in advance, but rather is contingent on the actions
of the actors involved in a particular situation.

For example, consider the case of a peacekeeper who is faced with a
group of armed rebels. The peacekeeper may have a general



understanding of justice as the promotion of human well-being. However,
the peacekeeper's understanding of justice may be contingent on the
specific situation he or she is facing. If the rebels are posing an immediate
threat to civilians, the peacekeeper may believe that justice requires the
use of force to stop them. However, if the rebels are not posing an
immediate threat, the peacekeeper may believe that justice requires a more
peaceful approach, such as negotiation or mediation.

The actor-contingent nature of justice has important implications for
security studies. It means that there is no single, universally accepted
definition of justice. Instead, the meaning of justice is constantly being
negotiated and contested by the actors involved in a particular situation.

Malleable Justice

I also argue that justice is malleable, meaning that it can be shaped and
reshaped by the actions of individual actors. By "malleable justice," I mean
that the meaning of justice can be changed over time through the actions of
the actors involved in a particular situation.

For example, consider the case of a country that is transitioning from a
period of conflict to a period of peace. The meaning of justice in this
country may be very different in the post-conflict period than it was during
the conflict. During the conflict, justice may have been understood as
revenge or retribution. However, in the post-conflict period, justice may be
understood as reconciliation or forgiveness. The meaning of justice has
been malleable, changing over time in response to the actions of the actors
involved in the peace process.



The malleable nature of justice has important implications for security
studies. It means that justice is not something that is fixed and immutable.
Instead, justice is something that can be shaped and reshaped by the
actions of individual actors. This means that it is possible to work towards a
more just world, even in the most difficult of circumstances.

Implications for Contemporary Security Studies

The actor-contingent and malleable nature of justice has important
implications for contemporary security studies. First, it means that there is
no single, universally accepted definition of justice. Instead, the meaning of
justice is constantly being negotiated and contested by the actors involved
in a particular situation. This makes it difficult to develop a comprehensive
theory of justice that can be applied to all cases.

Second, the actor-contingent and malleable nature of justice means that it
is possible to work towards a more just world, even in the most difficult of
circumstances. This is because the meaning of justice can be changed
over time through the actions of individual actors. This gives us hope that
we can create a more just and peaceful world, even in the face of great
challenges.

In this article, I have explored the concept of actor-contingent and
malleable justice in contemporary security studies. I have argued that
justice is not a fixed and immutable concept, but rather a contingent and
malleable one that is shaped by the actions of individual actors and the
broader context in which they operate. This has important implications for
how we think about security and how we work towards a more just world.
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