The Kurds: A History of Genocide and
Persecution

The Kurds are an ethnic group with a population of around 30 million
people, primarily inhabiting the mountainous region where Turkey, Iraq,
Iran, and Syria meet. Despite their large population and rich cultural
heritage, the Kurds have faced centuries of oppression, discrimination, and
genocide.

Origins and History

The origins of the Kurdish people can be traced back to ancient times.
They are believed to be descendants of the Medes, an Iranian people who
established a powerful empire in the 7th century BC. Over the centuries,
the Kurds have been subjected to the rule of various empires, including the
Persian, Arab, Ottoman, and British empires.
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Genocide and Persecution

The persecution of the Kurds has taken many forms, including forced
displacement, cultural assimilation, and mass killings. The most infamous
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example of Kurdish genocide was the Anfal campaign, carried out by the
Iraqi regime of Saddam Hussein in the late 1980s. During this campaign,
an estimated 182,000 Kurds were killed, and thousands more were
displaced.

The Kurds have also faced persecution in Turkey, where they have been
denied basic rights and freedoms. In the 1990s, the Turkish government
launched a military campaign against the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK),a
Kurdish separatist movement. This campaign resulted in the displacement
of millions of Kurds and the destruction of hundreds of Kurdish villages.

International Recognition

The plight of the Kurds has been recognized by the international
community. In 1991, the United Nations Security Council passed
Resolution 688, which established a no-fly zone over northern Iraq to
protect Kurdish civilians from Iragi government attacks. In 2014, the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) launched a campaign of genocide against the
Kurds in northern Syria and Iraq. This campaign resulted in the deaths of
thousands of Kurds and the displacement of hundreds of thousands more.

The Fight for Self-Determination

Despite the challenges they face, the Kurds have continued to fight for their
self-determination. In 2017, the Kurdistan Regional Government in Iraq
held a referendum on independence. While the referendum was not
recognized by the Iragi government, it demonstrated the Kurds' desire for
autonomy.

The Kurds are a resilient people who have endured centuries of oppression
and persecution. Despite the challenges they face, they continue to fight for



their rights and freedoms. The international community has a responsibility
to support the Kurds in their struggle for self-determination and to ensure
that the crimes committed against them are never forgotten.

Long descriptive alternative text for images:

Image 1: A group of Kurdish refugees fleeing their homes during the Anfal
campaign.

Image 2: A Kurdish woman holding a sign that reads "Stop the Genocide in
Kurdistan."

Image 3: A group of Kurdish fighters defending their village from ISIS.

Image 4: A Kurdish family waving the flag of the Kurdistan Regional
Government.
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Health Care Global Viewpoints: Samantha
Whiskey

Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has
worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...
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In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, culturally relevant teaching
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