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The use of accents in Shakespeare's plays has been a subject of debate
for centuries. Some critics have argued that accents can help to create a
sense of authenticity and realism, while others have argued that they can
create a sense of distance and alienation. In this article, I will explore the
performance of modernity in Shakespeare's plays, focusing on the use of
accents to create a sense of time and place.

Accents and Authenticity

One of the main arguments in favor of using accents in Shakespeare's
plays is that they can help to create a sense of authenticity and realism. By
using accents that are specific to a particular region or time period, actors
can help to create a sense of place and time for the audience. For
example, in the Royal Shakespeare Company's production of Hamlet, the
actors used a variety of accents, including Elizabethan English, Scottish
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English, and Irish English. This helped to create a sense of authenticity and
realism, and it also helped to distinguish the different characters from each
other.

However, some critics have argued that using accents in Shakespeare's
plays can actually be counterproductive. They argue that accents can
create a barrier between the audience and the actors, and that they can
make it difficult for the audience to understand the play. For example, in the
1995 film adaptation of Richard III, Ian McKellen played the title role with a
strong Yorkshire accent. This accent was so thick that it was difficult for
some audiences to understand what he was saying. As a result, the film
was not as successful as it could have been.

Accents and Alienation

Another argument in favor of using accents in Shakespeare's plays is that
they can create a sense of distance and alienation. By using accents that
are different from the audience's own, actors can help to create a sense of
otherness. This can be effective in creating a sense of tension and
suspense, and it can also help to highlight the play's themes.

For example, in the 2005 film adaptation of Macbeth, the actors used a
variety of accents, including Scottish English, Irish English, and American
English. This helped to create a sense of alienation and otherness, and it
also helped to highlight the play's themes of ambition and power.

However, some critics have argued that using accents in Shakespeare's
plays can actually be alienating for the audience. They argue that accents
can create a barrier between the audience and the actors, and that they
can make it difficult for the audience to connect with the play. For example,



in the 2012 film adaptation of Romeo and Juliet, the actors used a variety
of accents, including American English, British English, and Australian
English. This accent was so distracting that it made it difficult for the
audience to focus on the play.

The use of accents in Shakespeare's plays is a complex issue. There are
strong arguments to be made for and against their use. Ultimately, the
decision of whether or not to use accents in a production of Shakespeare is
a matter of artistic judgment. However, it is important to be aware of the
potential benefits and drawbacks of using accents before making a
decision.

In my opinion, the best use of accents in Shakespeare's plays is when they
are used to create a sense of time and place. Accents can help to create a
sense of authenticity and realism, and they can also help to distinguish the
different characters from each other. However, it is important to avoid using
accents that are so thick that they become difficult for the audience to
understand. Accents should be used to enhance the play, not to distract
from it.

The performance of modernity in Shakespeare's plays is a complex and
fascinating subject. By exploring the use of accents in these plays, we can
gain a better understanding of how Shakespeare's plays have been
performed and interpreted over the centuries. We can also gain a better
understanding of how accents can be used to create a sense of time and
place, and how they can be used to create a sense of distance and
alienation.
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