The Secret Wife of Aaron Burr: Uncovering the
Hidden Story of Theodosia Bartow Prevost

The story of Aaron Burr, the enigmatic third Vice President of the United
States, is often shrouded in mystery. One of the most fascinating aspects of
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his life is his secret marriage to Theodosia Bartow Prevost, a wealthy and
independent widow from South Carolina.
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A Forbidden Romance

Theodosia Bartow Prevost was born into an affluent Charleston family in
1746. She was a highly intelligent and well-educated woman, known for her
beauty and charm. In 1767, she married Colonel John Prevost, a British
army officer. However, their marriage was not a happy one, and they
eventually separated.

In 1791, Theodosia met Aaron Burr, a rising politician from New York.
Despite the fact that Burr was married to another woman, he was
immediately smitten with Theodosia. The two began a secret affair, which
they conducted with the utmost discretion.

A Mysterious Marriage
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In 1794, Burr's first wife died. Shortly thereafter, he and Theodosia entered
into a secret marriage ceremony. The wedding was performed by a
Catholic priest in New York City, and only a few close friends and family
members were present.

The marriage remained a secret for nearly two decades. Burr was a
prominent public figure, and he was afraid that the revelation of his
bigamous relationship would damage his career. Theodosia, for her part,
was content to live in the shadows and protect her reputation.

A Devoted Wife

Despite the challenges and risks involved, Theodosia proved to be a
devoted wife. She supported Burr's political ambitions and often traveled
with him on his campaigns. She also helped him manage his finances and
corresponded with his friends and supporters.

Theodosia's love for Burr was unwavering. She stood by him even after he
was charged with treason for his alleged involvement in a plot to establish
an independent republic in the West. Burr was acquitted of the charges, but
the scandal tarnished his reputation.

A Tragic End

In 1813, Theodosia decided to visit her son, Aaron Burr, Jr., who was living
in South Carolina. She boarded the schooner Patriot, but the ship was
never seen again. It is believed that the Patriot was lost at sea, and
Theodosia and her companions perished in the storm.



Burr was devastated by Theodosia's death. He never remarried, and he
often spoke of her with great affection and respect. The secret of their
marriage was only revealed after Theodosia's death, when Burr's letters to
her were published.

Theodosia Bartow Prevost was a remarkable woman who made a
significant impact on Aaron Burr's life. She was a loving and supportive
wife, and her tragic death was a great loss to him. The story of their secret
marriage is a fascinating tale of love, loyalty, and sacrifice.
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Health Care Global Viewpoints: Samantha
Whiskey
Samantha Whiskey is a global health advocate and expert. She has

worked in over 50 countries, providing health care to underserved
populations. In this article, she shares...
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In today's increasingly diverse classrooms, culturally relevant teaching
has become essential to ensuring that all students feel valued,
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